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Box No. I Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. " 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1-6 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1 -6 filed with telefax on 05.10.2005 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/2,2/2 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing and/br any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): r ■ 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 



1-6 



1-6 



1-6 



Box No, VII Certain defects in the international application 



The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 



Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 

S™ l » ly 0 S^^^Kn!1^?^ ,, ^• «**—■«• - on the question Aether the 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . State of the art 

D1 : WO 03/051 560 A (ECKERSTORFER GERALD ;HOHENBICHLER GERALD 

(AT); HOEDL HEINZ (AT); M) 26 June 2003 (2003-06-26) 
D2: DE 863 1 1 9 C (VER LEICHTMETALL WERKE GES MIT) 1 5 January 1 953 

(1953-01-15) 

D3: FR-A-1 447 139 (HAGENBURGER CHAMOTTE TON) 29 July 1966 (1966-07- 
29) 

D4: US-A-6 095 233 (LEABEATER STEPHEN BRUCE ET AL) 1 August 2000 
(2000-08-01) 

2. Novelty and inventive step 

The document D4 is now regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of 
claim 1 , and shows a drop feed device for feeding a twin-roll continuous casting ingot with 
the features of the preamble of claim 1 . 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this known device by the three tank setup 
according to the characterizing portion and is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

The problem to be solved by the present invention is to provide a more uniform, 
homogenous an non-turbulent distribution of the molten metal. 

The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is considered 
as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following reasons: 

The devices according to D1 and D2 function in the same ways as present claimed feed 
device. They comprise a central tank, to which the molten metal is supplied and at least 
two tanks at the ends of the distributor, separated by walls, to which the molten metal flows 
after having filled the first tank. The latter tanks feed subsequent ingot moulds, but one 
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tank feeds one separate mould, and these are conventional continuous casting moulds. 

Therefore, none of the cited prior art documents discloses the claimed three tank setup for 
feeding one ingot mould of a twin roll casting machine. 

An inventive step is therefore acknowledged (Article 33(2) PCT). 

Dependent claims 2-6 also meet the requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty and 
inventive step. 



Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the international application 

1 . Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the documents D1 and D4 is not mentioned in the description, nor are 
these documents identified therein. 

2. The description is not in conformity with the amended claims as required by Rule 
5.1(a)(iii) PCT. 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 2) (EPO-January 2004) 



